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than i os. for what appeared to be a silver bracelet, eventually seemed pleased to get 6d.!
We returned on board about six o'clock, but found the coaling still going on : it was rather a curious sight The coals were brought off in lighters that were lit up by fires blazing in braziers; a couple of planks connected them with the vessel, and the coals were carried in baskets on men's heads. There was a continuous stream of black figures going up the one plank with full baskets and down the other with empty ones; and against the background of blazing fires the effect was very weird and strange.
About 9 P.M. we started down the Canal, having taken on board the indispensable electric searchlight. It is hired for the purpose, with the electrician in charge, and costs ^10, I believe, for the night. The purser took us forward to see it, where it was placed in the bow ; it was exceedingly powerful, and lit up both banks of the Canal as if it were day. I wonder how they used to manage without it! As it was, we were stopped twice during the night by vessels in front of us, and did not reach Ismailia till 8 A.M. on Friday. Here we lost many of our fellow-passengers, no less than fifteen from the first saloon alone ; so that we are now reduced to a party of thirty. The Canal, as I dare say you know, is very uninteresting, just like a railway cutting with banks of sand on either side, though